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of what was to come. Rigolage published in 1881 a "Resnm6 of 
the Positive Philosophy" in two volumes which were later translated 
into German. The original French edition is now out of print and 
the present volume is practically a new edition of the second vol- 
ume of the work published in 1881. The author does not think 
that the interest in the first part of the "Positive Philosophy" is 
sufficient to warrant a republication of the first volume of his " Rk- 
sumi. ' ' The chief interest which English readers will take in the 
new volume consists in the significance of the publication as an 
index of the interest of French readers in this part of Comte's writ- 
ings and their unwillingness to struggle with the heavy and mon- 
otonous style of Comte's own writing. Even his ardent followers 
see the necessity of meeting the demand for a more palatable if less 
accurate presentation of the positive philosophy. No condensation 
could be more satisfactory than the excellent piece of literary work 
done by Harriet Martineau. In her English translation, published 
originally in 1853, and of which we have had recently a new edition 
in three volumes in the Bohn Library, she reduced Comte's vol- 
umes to about one-fourth of their original bulk. Comte wel- 
comed her book with profuse thanks, and one of his pupils 
rendered this English translation back into French. In its French 
form it has been widely used. Yet Comte, with all his peculiarities 
of style, was not simply verbose ; he had some reason, some expla- 
nation or some attempt to guard against misconception hid away 
in all his long sentences. His followers will not admit the validity 
of criticisms based on the Martineau condensation or any other, and 
those who are able to read French would better consult and read 
the original six volumes by Comte, or such parts of them as are of 
present interest and value. His French followers would render an 
ultimately greater service to the scientific study of his philosophy, 
and the present interest in Comte would doubtless justify the under- 
taking, if they would issue a really good edition of the "Positive 
Philosophy' ' supplied with notes and a good introduction. An an- 
notated edition of part of the work, but preserving the words of the 
original as far as it goes, is also a desideratum. 



REVIEWS. 

Die Finanzverhaltnisse der Einzelstaaten der Nordamerikanischen 
Union. By Dr. Ernest Ludi,ow Bogart. Pp. xiii, 157. Jena: 
Gustav Fischer, 1897. 
This adds another to the long list of economic studies made by 

American students under the direction of Professor Conrad. The title 
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is a little misleading, for it is not the "FinanzverMllnisse " that the 
author treats of, but certain phases of the ' 'Finanzwesen " of the differ- 
ent commonwealths. The book contains an introduction and four parts. 
The introduction is for German readers. It tells them, what they are 
so prone to forget, that the American commonwealths have indepen- 
dent fields of action. The first part is descriptive and historical. It 
deals mainly with the history of state debts and with the constitutional 
limitations of the power of the legislatures in regard to finance. The 
second part deals with the procedure in the formation of the budget, 
and includes in translation the author's paper on " Financial Pro- 
cedure in State Legislatures." * The third part is an analysis of the 
budgets of the different commonwealths and includes an outline of 
the different forms of taxation in use. The fourth and last part dis- 
cusses the present conditions of state debts. 

Dr. Bogart has worked at a great disadvantage, since he has con- 
sulted the works of but few of the previous writers in this field. He 
apparently has not seen Cooley's treatise on the "Law of Taxation," 
nor Patten's "Finanzwesen der Staaten and Stadte der Nordameri- 
kanischen Union," an admirable little pamphlet on precisely the same 
subject and published in the same series of economic studies. He has 
no references to Trotter's "Observations," Scott's "Repudiation," 
Johnson's "Report on the Relief of the States," Wood's "History of 
Taxation in Vermont," Ripley's "Financial History of Virginia," 
Douglas' " Financial History of Massachusetts " nor to a number of 
other contributions to this field. Not one of the numerous cases bear- 
ing on taxation or financial procedure that have been decided by the 
courts is cited. The reports of state officials, the census, and the statutes 
form his chief sources. 

The best part of the book is the sketch of financial procedure in 
state legislatures, half of which, that dealing with appropriations, has 
already been printed in English in the Annate. The other half, 
dealing with the procedure in raising money, is equally good. Out- 
side of this sketch there is little that is new in the book. The first 
part is drawn mainly from Adam's " Public Debts," and the third 
from Seligman's various works. 

There are a number of misprints and errors. Here are a few that 
were noted. On page 6 the commonwealths are credited with spend- 
ing only |77,i05, 911 in 1890. As a matter of fact they spent over $116,- 
000,000 that year. On page 7 and in the table on page 8 the states are 
charged with a debt of 1228,297,093 in 1890; the figures should be 
1228,997,389. There are other misprints in the same table. On page 
8 it is stated that Wisconsin was the first state to place constitutional 

* Anhals, Vol. viii, p. 236, September, 1896. 
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restrictions upon the power of the legislature to make debts (1848), 
but that honor belongs to Rhode Island, which introduced such a 
restriction in the constitution adopted in 1842, at the close of the Dorr 
War. On pages 15 and 20 occurs the statement that the last payment 
on the old national debt was made in 1834; this should read 1836. In 
the discussion of the causes of the growth of state debts between 1830 
and 1840, no consideration is given to the fact that railroads were a 
new invention and that they were absolutely necessary at any cost in 
the Western states. In table vii, page 37, it is stated that the sessions 
of the Legislature of California are limited to 100 days. There is no 
fixed limit, but the legislators can collect a per diem for sixty days 
only. But the first legislature after the adoption of the constitution 
was allowed payment for 100 days. On page 112 California is omitted 
from the list of states which exempt growing crops. In the discussion 
of the forms of the tax rate, page 114, no mention is made of the 
peculiar forms of the tax base, such as the Grand List of Vermont, 
from which a new form of the tax rate arises. 

Some rather naive judgments are expressed. Thus, on page 61 it 
is said that the members of the state legislatures are convinced of the 
correctness of the " theory of the diffusion of taxes," and that hence 
they consider no tax as good as an old one. We were not aware that 
the members of the state legislatures thought seriously of any tax 
theory. On page 147 the differences in the financial systems of the 
states are spoken of as insignificant, and the author reaches the con- 
clusion that they will gradually disappear. The present tendencies 
are, however, all in the opposite direction, and the differences are 
anything but insignificant. 

The treatment of the tax systems of the different states is extremely 
confused and well illustrates the necessity of studying the system of 
each state by itself. The similarities which tempt to a general discus- 
sion are very superficial. 



Cari, C. Plehn. 



University of California. 



Introduction to the Study of Economics. By Chari.ES JESSE Boi^ 
lock, Ph. D. Pp. 511. Price J1.25. New York, Boston and 
Chicago: Silver, Burdett & Co., 1897. 

As another attempt to formulate in an elementary text-book the 
results of recent investigation and analysis in the field of economics. 
Dr. Bullock's " Introduction " will be welcomed by a wide circle of 
readers. Its perusal, it is safe to say, will arouse feelings both of 
satisfaction and of disappointment in the minds of those who seek 
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